
 
From: Mesa President's Office <MesaPresidentsOffice@sdccd.edu>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2026 2:55 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Welcome Back, Mesa! 
 
I hope you are returning refreshed, reenergized, and ready for what promises to be an exciting year at Mesa College. 
 
Our theme for 2026–27 is One Mesa. One Mission. It is a reminder that while our roles, programs, and responsibilities 
may be different, we are united by one shared purpose: creating the conditions that matter for our students to 
succeed. This year is about bringing the incredible work happening across our college together with greater intention, 
shared accountability, and collective impact as we continue our journey toward becoming the leading college of equity 
and excellence. 
 
And we have so much to be excited about! From reaching major milestones with our Measure HH building projects, to 
new carpet in the LRC, to incredible student enrollment numbers, there is a real sense of momentum across our 
campus. Each milestone represents progress, possibility, and our continued investment in our students and one 
another. 
 
I cannot wait to share more as we officially kick off the year at Convocation tomorrow. Come ready to reconnect, 
celebrate, laugh, and imagine what is possible when we move forward together. 
 
One Mesa. One Mission. One incredible year ahead. 
 
See you at Convocation! 

   



 

Join us for Fall 2026 Convocation as we come together to 
celebrate the start of a new academic year and our shared 
commitment to student success. 
 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Mesa College Gymnasium 
 
Theme: One Mesa. One Mission. 
 
Agenda 

• 8:00a - 8:30a     |     Coffee and Pastries in Mesa 
Gym 

• 8:30a - 10:00a   |     Program with Campus 
Highlights, Updates and Olympian Spirit awards 

• 10:00a - 10:30a |     SDCCD Chancellor Visit 
• 10:30a - 10:40a |     Breakout Instruction and 

Transition Time 
• 10:40a - 11:25a |     Breakout Sessions I (45 mins) 
• 11:25a – 11:30a |     Transition 
• 11:30a - 12:15p |     Breakout Sessions II *(45 mins) 
• 12:15p - 1:00p   |     Lunch in the Mesa Quad 

Please access the Convocation RSVP form. 
Please access the Convocation Breakout Schedule webpage. 
 

 

 

   

   

 

 

From Mesa Student to San Diego Art Giant 
 
Mesa College Art Professor and former Mesa student 
Misty Hawkins was recently featured as one of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego’s Giants of 
San Diego, a digital series celebrating and highlighting 
Black and Brown artists in the San Diego region. 
Hawkins, who teaches Life Drawing (ARTF 210) this fall, 
was recognized alongside fellow local artists, including 
Chris Tucker, and shares insights into her artistic 
process, self-portrait series, and experience teaching 
beginning artists. Learn more and view the artist 
interviews through MCASD’s Giants of San Diego | 
Stories Behind the Art series. 
  

 

  

   

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/HMTpPMGugx
https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/MesaCollegeFallFlexWeek26/IQA2q2nr3J51Qb2otuK8bTVkAXzNCZAN6uziLBdwya8tvss?e=cLpXhS
https://mcasd.org/about/journal/giants-of-san-diego
https://mcasd.org/about/journal/giants-of-san-diego


 

Recap | AANAPISI Wraps Up the AAPI Community of 
Practice (Cohort IV) - August 4-6 
  
AANAPISI wrapped up its fourth and final AAPI 
Community of Practice! 21 participants were immersed 
in data, history, student experiences, and culture—
from the movements to the flavors—making the 
experience both meaningful and memorable. 
Participants deepened their understanding of how to 
better serve AAPI students by debunking the model 
minority myth, challenging the idea that AAPI students 
are a monolith, emphasizing the importance of 
disaggregated data, and more. We would like to thank 
our participants for their time and engagement, as well 
as their supervisors for supporting their participation. A 
huge shoutout to our AAPI facilitators—Patricia 
Guevarra, Ella de Castro, Ranmali Rodrigo, Eileen 
Hayward, Jennifer Park, and Charlie Lieu—for their 
leadership! 
 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Take a quick tour and discover everything the Learning 
Resource Center has to offer! Connect with librarians 
and library staff while learning about the spaces, 
services, and resources available to support your 
academic success. 
  
     RSVP appreciated, but not required. 
     RSVP SIGN-UP FORM 
  
    For inquiries or questions, please contact: 
    Dr. Edeama Onwuchekwa Jonah 
    ejonah@sdccd.edu 
 

 

 

  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMaXyd4OcANpFNjZ_HrF9hGAxUREpFT0FTQlBEMTRQMkpUSlZBSU9KSEpYMy4u&origin=QRCode&qrcodeorigin=presentation&route=shorturl


 

  

 

       VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WELCOME WEEK!        
 
Help us create a memorable first impression for our students! Student Affairs is seeking volunteers for the Fall 2026 Welcome 
Week Information Booth on Monday, August 24 and Tuesday, August 25, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Volunteers will assist 
students with navigating campus, connecting to key resources, and starting the semester with confidence. Interested? Please 
email Courtney Lee at clee@sdccd.edu with your availability. 
  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-5-18-2026---See-what-s-happening-across-campus-this-month-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=n2Iy-NjDtEU
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MGTaZRYb5RhBgedPrMX4J1Qv6VEYTMX6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pjr6Et1xj1WHV2EGbiebhPDAY6cTSxB_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaRtI3XWY0U6HzZIxHIOqagdfsXc64Od/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sd0nhCeSEkUFMCWF8vrHvK27lJ-DW-gN/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

Reminder regarding parking permits for events, guest 
speakers, and meetings.  
Event Parking: 
All parking for events should be included as part of 
your Event Request in the Events & Reservation Portal. 
Please keep in mind that 
all event requests must be submitted at least three 
weeks before the date of your event (longer for large 
events). More information can be found in the Event & 
Reservation Portal FAQs. 
Non-Event Individual/Group Permits: 
Requests for non-event parking can be submitted via 
the Non Event Parking Permit Request 
Form now available on our webpage, within the Events 
& Reservations Portal. These would include requests 
that are not part of an “event,” such as guest speakers, 
departmental meeting attendees, etc. that do not 
require any other support. 
  

Notice: Effective Monday, April 6, the Business Services Office will close at 12:00 PM daily for walk-up service to 
accommodate year-end processing. We appreciate your patience and understanding during this busy time. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines | Consolidated Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines  

  

 

  

   

https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/index.shtml
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u53fpyiMKnfiBqdomYPYHzbwm94W5le9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uwVh-cGCu_aTg8je_2s0uOLzkg7lsqSI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kHMSy307f60eqFc2wx3tjTshs2aUaM_X/view?usp=sharing


   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common 
data definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new 
additions, updates, or corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact 
Adriana Caetano at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

   

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzU1NzM5MzAtNzI2MC00NTM2LWI1YzItNjY5OGE2ZjA4MTkwIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu


 

On behalf of the SDCCD Institutional Review Board 
(IRB), we are sharing that the district is seeking Mesa 
College faculty participation on the IRB from Fall 2026 
through June 2027. 
 
The IRB supports the review of research involving 
human participants and helps promote ethical research 
practices across the district. This opportunity may be a 
good fit for faculty with experience or interest in 
research methods, human subjects research, ethics, 
program evaluation, or applied inquiry. 
 
Commitment details include: 
• 1-year term 
• One 1.5-hour meeting per month 
• Review of approximately 5-6 proposals per semester 
• Onboarding and Human Subjects training required 
• No summer meetings 
Interested faculty are encouraged to reach out to 
Natalia Alarcón, District IRB Co-Chair, at 
nalarcon@sdccd.edu. 
 
Learn more by clicking these links: 
SDCCD Institutional Review Board | IRB Steps to 
Become a Member 
 
Thank you for your considering this opportunity." 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 

mailto:nalarcon@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/innovation/research/institutional-review-board.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16D-DnyAN9poos9Rg21XoHO-YkusVXkcl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16D-DnyAN9poos9Rg21XoHO-YkusVXkcl/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond: “I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to 
assist you.” To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our Emergency 
Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and 
Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 
Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and compassionately 
with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and employees should an 
incident occur. 

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

 

Associated Students 

 

 
 

Academic Senate 

 

 
 

Classified Senate 

  

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

 

Mesa College Newsroom 

 

 
 

Mesa College Events Calendar 

  

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml


     

 
 


